1 -a memoir of her experience in Auschwitz, Ravensbrück, and, after liberation, Paris-not only demonstrates but also exemplifi es what has been noted in the interpretation of many published Holocaust memoirs by women: that is, we can discern a feminist ethic of caring, derived from the socialization of women and the cultural norms in the pre-Holocaust era, that women, consciously or otherwise, applied to the extreme conditions the Third Reich imposed on its perceived enemies. The feminist ethic is understood within the context of connectedness, as Carol Gilligan explains: "Women not only defi ne themselves in a context of human relationship but also judge themselves in terms of their ability to care." 2 Indeed, Gilligan, in agreement with Nancy Chodorow, elaborates further: "Intimacy goes along with identity, as the female comes to know herself as she is known, through her relationships with others."
3 Citing Robert May's work on caring, Gilligan describes women's relationships as weblike, rooted in human attachment and grounded in the ethic of care.
her works, on the creation of caring relationships. For example, Delbo acts to help others because they need her help, thereby demonstrating Gilligan's assertion that "[r]esponsibility for care . . . includes both self and other, and the injunction not to hurt." 6 Through the contemporary lens of feminist ethical theory, we will examine Delbo's descriptions of moral agency within surrogate familial clusters of women survivors and nonsurvivors of the Holocaust.
However, while her memoir describes women's bonding with one another through forming and maintaining surrogate families, this narrative of tactile care, physical and emotional bonding, and gendered agency is also fi lled with expressions of the unrelenting moral shame of powerlessness and the inability to engage in what Tzvetan Todorov calls "ordinary virtues."
7 And although her description of surrogate family morality resonates with the rhetoric of care and mutuality, her testimony also disrupts too easy an identifi cation with a romanticized feminist ethic of caring. As Delbo's descriptions suggest, the mutual care and allegiance to one another that sustains the surrogate family is simultaneously fraught with moral agency in the face of concentration camp life, torture, and death.
Born near Paris, Charlotte Delbo (1913 Delbo ( -1985 became interested in theater and had been touring in South America with Louis Jouvet's theater company when, in autumn 1941, she received news of a friend's execution at the hand of the Nazis. She returned to Paris and, with her husband, Georges Dudach, joined the Resistance, editing and developing anti-Nazi literature. In March 1942, they were arrested by the French police, who turned them over to the Gestapo. Dudach was executed by fi ring squad in May, while Delbo remained in prison. In January 1943, Delbo was sent to Auschwitz with 229 other French women, 49 of whom returned after liberation. In January 1944, she was transferred to Ravensbrück. In April 1945, she was sent to Sweden to recuperate, after which she returned to Paris to resume her life. She worked with Jouvet and then joined the United Nations' National Center for Scientifi c Research. At the same time, she began a career as an active/activist playwright. Meanwhile, she completed None of Us Will Return and much of Useless Knowledge, both of which she put aside for almost twenty years.
